
Welcome! 
 
The Oregon Green Schools 
Association has created this 
newsletter to keep you informed 
about Green School happenings 
around the state. Your 
contributions are welcome, too!  
Please let us know about your 
events and activities so that we 
can include them in a future 
newsletter or on our website. 
 
 
 
What’s inside? 
 
New Executive  Director  2 
Thanks, Summit Sponsors  2 
New and Renewing Schools 3 
Kelly Creek Elementary     3 
New Regional Coordinators 4 
Hilda Lahti Elementary  4 
Qatama Elementary  5 
New Audit Form  5 
David Douglas High  5 
Lane County Schools  6 
Lake Oswego Schools  6 
Candy Lane Elementary  7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The mission of the Oregon Green 
Schools Association is to assist 
Oregon schools in setting up, 
maintaining and recognizing 
effective, permanent waste reduction 
and resource efficiency programs 
that improve the school environment 
and the community. 

 

done. Finding the staff and money to implement a new  program is always a 
challenge, and especially so in this time of shrinking budgets. By reaching out 
to the community, Crater was able to tap into support for green programs that 
otherwise would have been impossible to find in a district struggling with cut 
backs.   
 
SMARTWorks, a free Jackson County waste diversion assistance program, 
helps schools, businesses and homes to find cost-effective conservation 
solutions. They guided Crater in developing a campus-wide recycling program.  
 
Led by their teacher Celine Fulton, Modified Diploma students handle the 
weekly transport and sorting of recyclables throughout campus. Her students 
run the physical aspects of the campus-wide recycling program, while 
integrating the project with lessons on science, writing, art, math and life skills. 
  
Ashland Food Co-op generously contributed nearly $1,500 of grant funding to 
the project to purchase equipment and signage for every classroom. And Master 
Recycler volunteers gave service hours to train and assist presentations by 
Leadership students in each classroom.  
 
Efforts were initiated in September 2009, and in the first two months of the 
program, Crater increased the size of its weekly recycling dumpster from a 1.5 
yard to a 4 yard! As recycling becomes a habit for students and staff, and waste 
diversion efforts continue to grow, Crater is slated to become a model of 
success for schools in Jackson County. 
 
Crater is applying for a second Ashland Food Co-op grant to provide sturdy 
outdoor recycling bins. The dedication and enthusiasm at Crater is inspiring to 
all of us who have been lucky to help support the program.  
 
 

Crater High School – A Community Team 
By Lara Knackstedt 
 

Crater High green team. 

Crater High School used team 
work, community support and a 
generous grant to go green in a big 
way. Crater is the first southern 
Oregon high school to receive 
Oregon Green Schools 
certification. A dedicated green 
team including teachers and 
students joined forces with local 
experts and business to get things  
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New Executive Director 

     
We have a big vision.  We believe every school should be a Green 
School.  We believe that part of every student’s education should include 
environmental awareness and good stewardship of our planet’s natural 
resources.  We believe that through the combined efforts of our educators 
and students we can create a better world to live in.  That’s why I’m so 
excited to be part of Oregon Green Schools. 
 
I hope you all have a great end to this school year and come back in the 
fall excited about the new school year and your partnership with Oregon 
Green Schools. 
 
-- Rick Gaupo 
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Our schools had so much news this issue that we placed the annual Summit 
report on the website. Please check it out there, and see photos of the 
wonderful sessions! Thanks again to all our sponsors – 4-H Youth 
Development - Multnomah County, Bicycle Transportation Alliance, 
Clackamas River Water Providers, Beaverton School District, City of 
Eugene, City of Gresham,  Clark County Solid Waste, Far West Fibers, 
Garten Services , Growing Gardens, Lane Country Public Works, Marion 
County Public Works Environmental Services, Marion Soil and Water 
District , METRO, Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative, Oregon DEQ, 
Oregon Environmental Council, Portland General Electric, Portland Water 
Bureau, Oregon Refuse & Recycling Association (ORRA), SCRAP, and the 
Spirit Mountain Community Fund. 
 
 And  bit thanks to our sponsoring haulers: Allied Waste of Marion County, 
Allied Waste of Newberg, Allied Waste of Salem, Allied Waste of 
Wilsonville, Aloha Garbage Co., Arrow Sanitary, B & B Leasing, B&J 
Garbage Company, Cornelius Disposal, D & O Garbage Service, Gresham 
Sanitary Service, Hoodview Disposal & Recycling, MVS & Recycling, 
North Marion Recycling & Disposal, Pacific Sanitation, Recology Ashland 
Sanitary, Roseburg Disposal Company, Royal Refuse, Sanipac, South 
Umpqua Disposal, Suburban Garbage, United Disposal Service, Valley 
Recycling & Disposal, Inc.,  and Waste Management 
 

2010 Summit Report Is On the Web 

 

Hello to my fellow supporters 
of the Green movement and a 
better way of living.  Let me 
introduce myself.  I’m Rick 
Gaupo, the new Executive 
Director of Oregon Green 
Schools.  It’s very exciting for 
me to be part of Oregon Green 
Schools.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREEN 
 
ACCESS Academy Nancy Bond 
Arts & Communication 
Magnet Academy Sue Shade 
Auburn Elementary School Kelley Cooley 
Bridgeport Elementary School Freda Sherburne 
Brush College Elementary Kelley Cooley 
Bryant Elementary Eileen Stapp 
Centennial Learning Center Jan Rankin 
Conestoga Middle School Sue Shade 
Crater High School Denise Wolgamott 
East Gresham Elementary School  Jan Rankin 
Gardiner Middle School Eileen Stapp 
Gordon Russell Middle School Jan Rankin 
Hall Elementary Jan Rankin 
Hayhurst Elementary School Nancy Bond 
International School of Beaverton  Sue Shade 
La Salle High School Eileen Stapp 
Little French School Joshua Frankel 
Lynch Meadows Jan Rankin 
Mark Twain Middle School Bailey Payne 
Oak Hills Elementary School Sue Shade 
Palisades Elementary School Eileen Stapp 
Pleasant Valley Elementary School Jan Rankin 
Portland Youth Builders Nancy Bond 
Rex Putnam High School Eileen Stapp 
Robert Farrell HS Hillcrest 
Youth Correctional Facility  Bailey Payne 
Sexton Mountain Elementary Sue Shade 
South Eugene High School Joshua Frankel 

 

 
 
St. Clare School Freda Sherburne 
St. Joseph Elementary School Bailey Payne 
Sunset High School Sue Shade 
Swegle Elementary School Kelley Cooley 
Talent Middle School Risa Buck 
Terra Nova High School Sue Shade 
Washington Elementary (Salem) Kelley Cooley 
Willamina Elementary Darol Funk 
 
 
MERIT  
 
Cesar Chavez Elementary Joshua Frankel 
Edwards Elementary School Marianne Swafford 
Hallinan Elementary Eileen Stapp 
Jacob Wismer Elementary Sue Shade 
Lewis School Nancy Bond 
Mabel Rush Elementary SchoolMarianne Swafford 
Merlo Station High School Sue Shade 
Nellie Muir Elementary School Bailey Payne 
Oak Creek Elementary Eileen Stapp 
Uplands Elementary Eileen Stapp 
 

 PREMIER  
  
Forest Ridge Elementary Kelley Cooley 
Hollydale Elementary Jan Rankin 
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At Kelly Creek Elementary in Gresham our Aardvark 
recycling team recently found in a trash audit that 75% of our 
trash is uneaten food from the school hot lunches.  We found 
that with the home lunch trash the food is eaten but there is a 
large amount of non recyclable packaging. 
 
We purchased 100 recycled material lunch bags with our logo 
and reusable containers inside.  We are giving them to 
students who return a parent signed agreement to help pack 
waste-free lunches in an effort to reduce the amount of 
packaging we send to the landfill. 
 

Kelly Creek Waste-Free Lunch 

Waste-free lunch kits at Kelly Creek Elementary. 

Welcome New and Recertified Green Schools! 
         Congratulations to the following schools that have been certified since the publication of our last newsletter: 
 

By Christa Sherwood-Garman 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hilda Lahti Green Team-- Going Strong 

Western Oregon Waste (WOW) donated a composter to 
tour school and the Green Team installed it.  They have 
visited all the classrooms, k-8, to teach students what 
type of materials can go into the Compost bucket kept in 
our lunchroom.  All the classes are participating at lunch.   
 
With the Composting going strong, the Green Team 
revisited all the classrooms and shared a slide show on 
composting, and how to build your own composter at 
home.  The school is participating in the Green Team's 
Earth Day project -- an art contest.  Students are 
decorating paper grocery bags with a "Green Generation 
Message".  The paper bags will be judged, winners will 
be selected and then the paper bags will be delivered to 
our local grocery store to be used for bagging on Earth 
Day 
 
We would also like to thank WOW for sponsoring our 
four members and Ms. Twombly at the OGSA Summit.  
They enjoyed it and learned a lot.  We had a brief article 
in the Daily Astorian last week about the summit and the 
composting.  
 

By Chris Gohl 

Meet our newest Regional OGS Coordinators 
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In Josephine County, Tammie Kirk  of SPARC has 
stepped into the role of Regional OGS Coordinator. She 
is currently working with schools in Grants Pass and 
Cave Junction, the county's largest communities. SPARC 
Enterprises is a non-profit organization specializing in 
serving people with developmental disabilities. They 
operate a full service recycling center. Tammie is now 
their Electronics Recycling Marketing Manager and OGS 
coordinator. She is very passionate about the green 
movement and making the earth a better place to live. 
Her goal is have every school in Josephine County 
become qualified as a Oregon Green School. 

Joshua Frankel has been part of green teams and recycle 
crews at schools and at music festivals throughout 
Oregon and California. He has assisted in the 
communications with recycling providers at the high 
school and community college level. He has worked as an 
environmental educator and project coordinator for 
Rainforest Action Network in San Francisco. He has also 
worked as an activist to decrease toxic exposure to farm 
workers and low-income communities through his work 
with the United Farm Workers. In addition, he has 

 
helped small businesses utilize more sustainable waste 
management practices and meet energy and water usage 
reduction goals. He has a degree in Environmental Studies 
from Sonoma State University, and is also a certified 
paralegal dedicated to the importance of strengthening 
environmental laws. In taking on the role as Lane County's 
OGS Regional Coordinator Joshua states "I know how 
fantastic kids are in their ability to implement green 
practices in their lives. I am excited to have the wondrous 
opportunity of helping them have the resources to 
accomplish this." 
 
Mark Saelens, Lincoln County's Sustainability 
Coordinator and our newest OGS Regional Coordinator 
comes from a background of 32 years as a marine fisheries 
biologist for the State of Oregon. His second career goals 
were to find a new area of environmental work which 
would keep him in his local community and which would 
have a larger education component. In 2007 he began 
working as the Lincoln County Solid Waste Program 
Manager, moving up to the role of County Sustainability  
Coordinator several months later. It was a natural  

(Continued, back page) 

Hilda Lahti Green Team (above) and composter (below) 

By Eileen Stapp 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Quatama Elementary’s Earth Day 

Students at Quatama Elementary celebrated Earth Day 
with zero waste lunches.  They brought reusable 
containers from home and ate all of their food to prevent 
waste.  Milk and juice cartons were recycled and food 
was served without packaging. Waste was reduced from 
four barrels of garbage a day to just one!  
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  By Bailey Payne 
 
A new tool to help schools and businesses save energy 
and money is now available.  The tool was originally 
created by The State of Oregon's Department of 
Administrative Services to help them determine how 
much electricity and money was unnecessarily being 
wasted by machines when not being used at night and 
weekends.  The results were pretty startling and have 
helped their green teams successfully make the case to 
management that policies to address this waste are 
needed.  This version was adapted by Marion County to 
make it more user-friendly for businesses and schools. 
 
To use it, one simply counts how many machines and 
lights have been left on.  Then the tally can be entered 
into the spreadsheet and the formulas automatically 
calculate the kilowatt hours (kWh) being wasted and 
how much money is lost because of it.  Other features 
include: 
 

·  The tool provides the option of counting 
machines that have been turned off, but are not 
unplugged.  These machines continue to draw 
energy even though they are turned off.  This 
is sometimes referred to as “phantom loads” or 
“vampire energy.” 

·  Another optional is to count the number of 
machines that are turned off.  Using these 
tallies, the tool will generate the percentage of 
machines left on. 

·  The tool can be customized to account for 
different energy costs.  The tool estimates 
energy use based on averages provided by 

 By Stacey Barber 

By Krista Geffre 

New Waste Audit Form 

David Douglas – Imagine Earth 
Event 
 

Each Spring, nearly 1,000 3rd graders from the entire 
district come to David Douglas High School (3 schools/ 
day over a three day period) to participate in educational 
and fun hands-on activities that not only assist in meeting 
some of the 3rd grade science benchmarks, but also 
learning about the importance of sustainability, water 
resources and using what we've got!  Students are 
escorted to ten 15-minute stations such as: Tree ID, Fur 
& Feathers, The Freshwater Trust, COW (can of worms), 
WaterWorx, Salmon Trek, smART, and Recycle 
Olympics.  
 
We take pride in this activity, and our  junior and senior 
students work VERY hard to complete these ideas.  They 
design them, write abstracts, come up with classroom 
activities 3rd graders can do prior to visiting us, AND 
they run the stations themselves. 

 (continued) 
 

the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Oregon Department of Energy and others.  If 
a user knows the specific amount of energy 
used by their equipment, they have the option 
of modifying the watts used to make the tool 
more accurate for their business/school. 

·  The tool summarizes the findings and 
includes a bit of information on the 
environmental impacts of the results. 

·  There is also a page of additional resources, 
including links to other calculators, the Kill-
a-Watt device, a waste audit form, and a 
sample policy requiring employees to turn 
off their computers at the end of the day. 

 
The tool will likely continue to change as feedback is 
received.  The latest version will always be posted on 
Marion County Public Works – Environmental 
Services’ EarthWISE website 
(http://www.co.marion.or.us/PW/ES/earthwise/resour
ces.htm).  People are encouraged to adapt and share 
this free tool! 
 



 
                                

Great news in Lane County!  Willamette High School, part of 
the Bethel school district in Eugene, has submitted its Premier 
application!  And the folks at Spencer Butte Middle School in 
the Eugene 4J district are submitting their Premier application 
by the end of this week.  We have a Merit-level ceremony for 
Cesar Chavez Elementary School on Earth Day.  And come 
mid-May we have a brand new Oregon Green School, the Little 
French School, to receive its certificate and grant check.   
  
Two Springfield schools are moving from "on-the-radar" to 
pending as they begin to prepare their Entry-level applications.  
Maple Elementary and Thurston Middle Schools now inhabit 
brand new buildings that were built with sustainability in mind.  
So preparing the schools' Green Team programs and activities 
will be a natural fit. 
 

Lane County Schools  
By Joshua Frankel 

By Eileen Stapp 

One of the first things you see in the parking lot of Oak Creek Elementary in Lake Oswego is the “Please Don’t Idle” 
signs. This simple measure reduces children’s exposure to emissions linked to asthma and other respiratory problems, 
and it lowers the carbon footprint of the entire school by reducing greenhouse gases.  

On a Friday at Oak Creek, you may see “bin carriers” -- fifth/sixth graders who collect recyclables for a three-week 
period. During their last week, they train the next crew to roll the carts through the school, collect materials and place the 
carts outside.  Renee Santana’s first/second grade composts fruit and vegetable waste in their classroom worm bin. 

 Five Lake Oswego schools switched to durable trays and flatware instead of disposables this year and have reduced 
individually packaged condiments. Fifth graders periodically monitor flatware collection after lunch, working to change 
“tip the tray” habits. Student newsletter articles give parents green tips.   

Oak Creek and Uplands’ TAG coordinator, Betsy McCarthy, who also coordinates both schools’ green teams, involves 
4-6 grade students in the Disney Planet Challenge, a project-based competition. Students engage in real world problem-
solving, documenting their projects in folios. Classes can win valuable prizes from Disney, but they win every day with 
more knowledge and skills, and more positive changes.  

 As one of the steps in their Planet Challenge project to reduce paper waste, Uplands 5/6 graders avoided using non-
recyclable butcher paper by painting  hall bulletin boards with donated, low VOC paint. The District installed paper-
saving towel dispensers in all schools and uses 100% recycled-content towels. Students share a “Green Tip of the 
Week.”  They also shut down monitors and computers when not in use to save energy, with the added benefit of a 
noticeable cooling effect in the lab.   

 Hallinan Elementary adopted and posted an extensive Resource Conservation Program. Their “Resolution River” 
bulletin board ripples with a variety of messages from students on how they pledge to help the planet. Jaime Ohr and 
Shannon Todd’s 5-6 students developed a skit they shared within the school and performed at Forest Hills Elementary, 
another LO school in the process of achieving OGS certification, to help them learn about resource conservation. 

Recycling Roundup at Willamette High School. 
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What an exciting time to be a new OGS 
coordinator. Thank you all for the warm welcome!  
Happy Earth Day! 

2009-2010 Lake Oswego OGSA efforts Succeed In a Big Way! 

 



 
When you hear the words ‘Green School’ what comes 
to mind? My school has newly been certified a Green 
School. Getting that award gives your school some 
great benefits! Since my school became a Green School 
we are a bit better at being good to the environment, the 
community, the Earth and ourselves! Being designated 
‘Green School level’ is actually as easy as 1, 2, 3, 4, 
and 5. 
 
Steps: 
1. Build a team out of interested school staff members. 
2. Get help from a Green School Coordinator on 
planning. You can find a local coordinator on 
www.oregongreenschools.org/coord.cfm! 
3. Make a plan: decide what your recycling, waste 
reduction and resource conservation goals are, also 
figure out how your school will meet your goals! 
4. Get going: This means getting staff and students to 
get your plan moving!  
5. Celebrate: Recognize the students and staff who 
worked hard on your goals! 
 
Benefits of becoming a Green School 
 
•    Energy or water conservation  
•    Inexpensive used art supplies  
•    Grants for gardening projects  
•    On-line recycling activities for students  
•    State and national environmental education groups  
•    Naturescaping and school yard habitat projects     
 
 
My school is using its grant for gardening projects, like 
turning a big chunk of our grassy area into a vegetable 
garden.  It has been a lot of hard work, but we’re doing 
pretty well! I remember that first day; we were pulling 
up the sod. After two hours of lifting a shovel full of 
dirt and grass, let me just say… workout!  
 
Luckily we had quite a bit of help, a couple of dads 
joined us, and some guys from the District Office -- we 
probably would be working on that for another week if 
those guys hadn’t pitched in and helped! Then there 
was the second day, wow! So confusing! All huddled 
around the back of a man’s truck, kids wondering what 
was going on. Then the back of the truck swung open 
and there was a bunch of native plants. We started 
grouping them by color and placing them, by plan. The 
third day we planted them.  
 
 
 

 
                                                                                   

 
Every kid started with a plant, a shovel, and 
gardening gloves -- and we went to work! I 
personally was madly digging. Popping plants in the 
ground was the easy thing, the digging was the 
tougher part: sometimes you would make the hole too 
small and then you would have to re-dig it.  
 
Next, we spread the wood chips in the Native Plant 
beds. These were huge heavy plastic garbage bags 
full of wood chips. The purpose of this was to keep 
all the weeds away!  
 
Step number five, was a fun one-- building our raised 
beds! We were all excited to be using power tools, at 
school! A couple of kids’ parents helped: told us how 
to measure out where we needed to drill and then 
showed us some techniques.  We made 28 boxes -- 
just a rectangle made of wood with no bottom. Then 
moving the raised beds, filling them with dirt. A 
couple kids stationed at the dirt piles digging, and the 
stronger group doing the wheelbarrows and 
buckets,constantly walking and running up and down 
the hill.  
 
Then we dug up the front bed with a whole bunch of 
bulbs that we needed to pull up. And finally, four of 
us kids came over spring break and started work on 
our very own Green House! So let us just say thanks 
Oregon Green Schools, from Candy Lane 
Elementary!  
 

By Emma Annand , 6th Grade Student, Candy Lane 

 Candy Lane – New Green School 

Dahl Disposal Commingling Sample cart. 
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Be a friend to Oregon Green Schools! 
The Oregon Green Schools Association is dedicated to improving the school environment and community 
through waste reduction assistance and recognition.   Your contribution allows us to provide this program to 
schools across the state.   Thanks so much for your support! 
 
Yes!  I want to become a Friend of Oregon Green Schools.  Enclosed is my contribution for:   
__$5 Student   __$25 Basic   __$50 Merit    __$100 Premier    __$250 Best Friend      $_____ Other  
 
Name __________________________________  Affiliation_______________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ______________________________________________ State _______________ Zip ___________ 
 
Telephone (w) __________________ (h) ____________________ email __________________________ 
 
Mail checks payable to:  Oregon Green Schools Association 
Send to:  Oregon Green Schools 
    PO Box 2186, Salem, OR 97308-2186 
   

Laura Kriz, the Recycling Coordinator at Dahl Disposal 
Service, serves as our Regional Coordinator for schools 
in East and South Lincoln County where she is currently 
developing waste education materials and a worm 
composting program. Dahl’s recently modified several of 
their blue recycling carts by replacing one side with 
plexiglass. (see photo page 7) Laura is working on getting 
one of these carts into local school cafeterias as an 
educational tool along with a lunch waste reduction 
program. Thanks to a partnership with the Rotary Club of 
Toledo, Laura has several portable worm compost bins in 
operation that local schools borrow to learn about 
composting food waste. Check out their modified roll cart 
which is a great way to show what should go into 
recycling! 
 
We are delighted to add these newest members to our 
team. We invite you all to meet them at our Regional 
Coordinators Training from noon until 1:30 p.m. at the 
Salem Convention Center on June 17. Please contact 
Eileen Stapp, OGS Coordinator Chair, 
eileens@co.clackamas.or.us to reserve your space at our 
free training. 
 

(New Regional Coordinators, cont) 

 
New regional coordinator, Joshua Frankel 


